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REPORTED BY CRAIG “THE JOLLY” ROGERS

PIRATES PLUNDER TEXAS COAST!

Texas thought it had rid itself of the last of the
pirates when Jean Lafitte left Galveston in May of
1820. Wrong! The dread pirate ship Black Dragon has
been seen plying the waters of Texas. Reports of sight-
ings first came in from Florida, Mississippi and then
Galveston. The buccaneers
appear headed for the south-
ernmost point in Texas,
where it appears an advance
party has already made
landfall and established a
pirate base at Port Isabel, on
the mainland, just across the
Laguna Madre from South
Padre Island.

Preparations to fortify
South Padre Island are
already underway. Local
businessman Toby Pils has
installed a cannon on The
Plank, the palapa bar found at the end of the fishing
pier attached to Fishbones Pier and Grill. The pier
extends into the Laguna Madre, and in addition to
being a primo place to grab a beer and a sunset, The
Plank is strategically located to guard the southern
approach to Port Isabel from the ship channel. “We’re
ready,” said Pils. “We’ve been training on the cannon
for weeks. We expect several attacks to try to take the

The Plank. The pirates will try to soften us up before

they attempt to storm the pier. We have enough beer
and liquor to hold out for years, if it comes to that.”

It appears Port Isabel has already come into pirate

hands. If the sight of tri-cornered hats, bandoliers and

flintlock pistols didn’t give

them away, the big sign that

says

probably did. These pirates

are bold! intrepid

reporter was able to infil-

trate the corsairs’ lodge, and

confirmed our fears — the

pirates have already estab-

“Pirates Landing”

Your

lished a base of operations.
Pirates Landing has a large
patio,
plenty of docking space, and

long fishing pier,

the ever-important logistics

every pirate base needs — a
restaurant, gift shop, snack bar and bait stand. They
appear to be firmly entrenched!

The head of the den is Ruby, the Pirate Queen, also
known as Ruby the Black Hearted. On closer inspec-
tion, Ruby looks a lot like local resident Christy
McDonald, known for her costume design, circus
experience and sand castle building. She confirmed
that she has indeed crossed to (continued on page 89)

secrets of port isabel’s black-hearted pirate queen revealed!

Christy McDonald aka ‘Ruby,” has embarked on a
new career as Queen of the Pirates. How did little
Christy come to meet such a wicked fate as a Pirate
Queen? It’s an all too familiar story — went to Ringling
Brothers and Barnum and Bailey clown school, joined
the circus, worked for Disney and Cirque du Soleil,
then saw an ad for a Pirate ship taking on crew and
jumped onboard. Haven’t we heard that all too often?
Gulfscapes was fortunate to gain an audience with Her
Majesty, who submitted to her first interview in 300
years.

How do people end up as pirates? Most were
press-ganged (forced) into service for the Royal Navy
where life was cruel. They jumped ship to be pirates
because the conditions were better and so was the pay.
And pirate ships were democratic. But if you didn’t

work, they’d throw you overboard.

Why are there 13 men on a dead man’s chest?
There were 14, but one killed the rest.

Who were your role models growing up? Mary
Reed and Anne Bonny, the two most famous female
pirates. And who doesn’t love Blackbeard, the most
famous pirate of all?

What is the well dressed pirate wearing this sea-
son? Anything she wants! I particularly like shiny
things. And fabric that is soft. And feathers. Oh, and jew-
els, too! Especially sharp jewels for rings; they leave a
mark when you hit someone!

Do pirates get seasick? No, only sick of the sea.
Give us enough grog and we’re all right.

How did you end up as Pirate Queen? Because
I’m the most obnoxious. And (continued on page 88)

Ruby, right, the Pirate Queen. The Black Dragon, above, on route to South Texas.
The pirate ship will be docked at Pirate’s Landing, at the bridge in Port Isabel, Texas.
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SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

TEXAS TOUR

DIVING, BIRDING, ART

At the southern tip of Texas, at the end of 110 miles of beach, lies
South Padre Island, home of drive-on beaches, deep-sea fishing and a
bird watcher’s paradise.

Named for Padre Jose Nicolas Balli, who built a mission on the
island in the early 1800’s, Padre Island is the longest undeveloped barri-
er island in the world. Head north out of town, and you’ll find nearly 30
miles of beach where it is legal to drive your car. Deep sea or bay fish-
ing charters are available for
hire, or you can bring your
own pole and try your luck for
redfish, trout or mackerel.
Head west to the bay’s edge
and you’ll find herons and pel-
icans fishing for their dinner in
the shallow water.

South Padre was named by
Sherman’s Travel Magazine as
one of the top ten places to
dump your car during summer
vacation, due to its small size
(only a half mile wide), free
shuttle and numerous, easily
reached attractions.

It was also named by Men’s
Fitness Magazine in its top 10
list of hot spots to visit this
summer. Windsurfing and
body boarding make South
Padre a great adventure vaca-
tion spot.

Top, Dolphin watching tours are
available from South Padre Island
and Port Isabel. Middle, A natural
reef was made of the ‘Texas
Clipper’ to provide diving to visi-
tors. Bottom, Sea Turtle, Inc.
aids in the protection of Kemp’s
Ridley Sea Turtles.

Vacationers have numerous
exciting local activities to
choose from, including a visit
to Sea Turtle, Inc. (which aids
and assists in the protection of
Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtles),
South Padre Island Dolphin Research and Sealife Center, South Padre
Island Birding and Nature Center and World Birding Center, and the
Beachcombers Museum (you’ll be amazed at what washes ashore here!).

Just across the bay, known as the Laguna Madre, lies the sleepy
beach town of Port Isabel, which has its own fun attractions, the most
prominent being the Port Isabel Lighthouse, a state historic site, and the
only lighthouse in Texas open to the public. A climb to the top of the
lighthouse reveals a spectacular view of the bay, South Padre Island and
the Gulf of Mexico. Port Isabel also shows movies on the side of the
lighthouse during the summer months.

Within walking distance of the lighthouse are the Port Isabel Historic
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There is a fireworks display every Friday evening from Memorial

Day to Labor Day. Movies are shown on the side of the Port
Isabel Lighthouse. Visit port-isabel-texas.com for schedule.

Museum and the Treasures of the Gulf Museum. The Historic Museum
houses one of the largest collections of Mexican artifacts from the U.S.
— Mexican war, fought from 1846 to 1848. The Treasures of the Gulf
Museum spotlights three Spanish shipwrecks that occurred in 1554, thir-
ty miles north of Port Isabel. Artifacts from the ships are on display, and
there are murals, hands on activities, a Children’s Discovery Lab and a
Ship Theater.

Coming soon to Port Isabel will be a Pirate ship. Constructed as a
replica of a Spanish Galleon, the 75-foot “Black Dragon” will offer two-
hour pirate adventure cruises and sunset cruises. Crew members,
described as the scurviest band of cutthroats, brigands and marauders on
the Spanish Main, will dress in period costume and provide entertain-
ment.

For accommodations, South Padre offers a Radisson resort, the
Bahia Mar resort, a Sheraton hotel, a La Quinta hotel, the La Copa Inn
Beachfront Resort, the Padre South Hotel On The Beach, and the Wanna
Wanna Inn, among others.

If you’re looking to relocate to South Padre Island, or want a sum-
mer/winter home, there are plenty of developments to consider, such as
The Shores of South Padre, Sapphire High Rise Condominiums, and
South Padre Island Ocean Towers High Rise Condominiums.

RUBY THE PIRATE QUEEN continued from page 86
no one else wanted the job!

When do pirates retire? Anytime they want. They can take their
share of the booty and leave.

What is a pirate’s life expectancy? As my pirate in arms Skagger
“The Blood” MaGee says, “The cost of living is going up, the chance of
living is going down.”
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Toby Pils, above, installed a cannon on The Plank,
the palapa bar found at the end of the fishing pier
attached to Fishbones Pier and Grill to protect
patrons from pirate attacks.

(Continued from page 86) the black side, and is now officially a
pirate, in good standing. According to her, the Black Dragon is
expected to drop anchor in July, and will call Port Isabel her home.
Once here, the Black Dragon will begin her diabolical plan to plun-
der and rob the good people of Texas by providing two-hour pirate
sailing cruises, several times a day. Have they no mercy?
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After downing a few pints of grog, Ruby became lose lipped and
let slip that the dastardly mastermind behind the Black Dragon is
none other than Capt. Phil “ARRRGGGHHH!” Calo, long-time
local charter captain, and long suspected of being a privateer. Ruby
also let slip that the Black Dragon was designed by noted ship-
builder Daniel “Blood” Avoures, known for his deadly man-o-wars
created for Disney and Universal Studios. The Black Dragon was
built to be the terror of the Laguna Madre, and has ten cannons to
force her way onto any unprepared vessel.

After complimenting the size of her (treasure) chest, Ruby took
me into her confidence and disclosed some of the swashbuckler’s
plans. She and her band of cutthroats plan to abduct shiploads of
unsuspecting visitors and force them aboard the Black Dragon,
where they will be terrorized with pirate tales and forced to learn the
fine art of pillage and plunder. Face painting will also be available.
So will souvenir pirate hats and water pistols. For the lucky ones,
there will be plenty of grog (this means plenty of slushies for the
kids, and beer and wine for the older prisoners). The Black Dragon
will begin her sails in the morning, continue into the afternoon, and
will conclude with a sunset cruise. On Friday nights, there will also
be a fireworks cruise to enjoy the weekly fireworks show over the
bay. And in a particularly evil plot, the entire ship and crew will be
available for private charters, weddings and special events. These
bloodthirsty pirates will stop at nothing!

For more information please call 956-943-MATE.

SR REDFISH RODEOQ: s,

A limited number of
team slots are still
available for Redfish

Rodeo Tournament |
(Sept. 14-17)

For more info, visit
redfishrodeotournament.com

THE SISTERS
The Greene sisters (middle
four, 1-r); Janice Hurst,
Gay Powers, Brenda Mitchell,
Sherry Jameson

The Hollyheld sisters: Dawn Fleig
(far left) and Tournament Founder
Gina Nesloney (far right)
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